Minutes of the Meeting of Broughton Moor Parish Council held in Broughton Moor Community Centre on Thursday 21st May 2026 at 7.05pm
Present:    D Scott, S Henderson, E Symonds, Rev’d J Morgan, Parish Clerk and Mr John Mills, Chairman of Broughton Moor Community Business Group.  
5/26 Apologies for absence – were received from Cllr I Hall.
6/26 Requests for Dispensation – there were none.
7/26 Declarations of Interest – there were none.	
8/26 Public Section
Mr Mills explained that, from the beginning, the BMCBG had pledged to report to the Parish Council every three months, and this was the first of those occasions.  The group was set up in February 2026 and currently had 15 members.  A constitution is in place. The group aims to work with the Parish Council, but it is apparent that there will be some issues that are just Parish Council issues and information will be passed along in those cases.  
The group is currently working towards producing a Community Led Plan, which will reflect the priorities of the residents of Broughton Moor.  There had been 115 responses to a survey, and these are currently being analysed and written up into a report.  Mr Mills promised to share the completed report with the Parish Council. 
A Task Force is looking at providing a Fun Day combined with a Vision Day and the next steps will be plotted from then.
A chairman had been appointed to the local Pride in Place management board although it has not yet been announced who that it.  Emails had been sent out from Cumberland Council asking for volunteers to join the board.
The group is looking to identify what could really benefit the village in the years to come.
Mr Mills was thanked for his report and invited to stay for the remainder of the meeting.

9/26 Chairman’s Report
Cllr Scott reported that, although it is a very small Parish Council, Broughton Moor PC is thriving. 
 In the past few months, we have seen the formation of the BMCBG which we look forward to walking alongside.
Restoration work has begun on St Columba’s Church building and we look forward to further developments.
The acquisition of the Railway Embankment is within our grasp, and we look forward to it being transferred to Parish Council ownership soon.
The Parish Magazine has been popular, and a Food Hub will be set up shortly. 
A MacMillan Coffee Morning run by the Parish Council in September was well attended, although the switch on of the lights was disappointing this year and will need some reworking. (Mr Mills offered to place this on his group’s agenda).
The plans for the old Tennis Courts have been well received, and we gained two new Parish Councillors during the past year.
10/26 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr Henderson, seconded by Cllr Scott, the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2026 were approved for signature and publication.

11/26 Matters arising not covered on the agenda 369

There were none.


12/26 Planning Matters
There were none.

13/26 Correspondence
Nothing new this month.

14/25 Updates
i. Broughton Moor Community Business Group
Already covered under Public Section.

ii. Welfare Field
The latest Tivoli Report was circulated and discussed. 

It was noted that the sign on the gate had been damaged again and was hanging off.

Following a site visit it was decided to refurbish one elderly piece of play equipment; Cllr Henderson would replace the wooden parts. and a team of volunteers will paint the rest.  Cllr Symonds was able to find 2 volunteers from a relative’s workplace as they are encouraged to take a Charity Day every year.  Other volunteers would come from the Parish Council.  Cllrs Henderson and Symonds to liaise over timings for the work. 

Two quotes will be sought to replace the bark under the swings with rubber mulch similar to that used elsewhere in the play park.  

iii. St Columba’s Church
The council was disappointed that the scaffolding and a quantity of builders’ rubble has not yet been removed from the site.  There had been no repairs made to any spouting, nor has any of it been cleaned out.  Some slipped slates had not been reinstated. There was still a damp patch about halfway down the building, caused by full gutters.  The valley nearest to the road has no guttering or downpipe and various other areas of guttering are filled with debris with rainwater overflowing them.  It was understood that all of these works would be completed under the contract awarded in late 2025.  It was noted that work had been done to the tower with new flooring installed, but it was not known whether there was an access hatch fitted at the same time.  The Clerk was asked to write to the contractor and ask him to meet the Parish Council on site for a walk through and to discuss this snagging list.

Cllr Henderson offered to remove a quantity of timber and debris from behind the church and to cut back the shrubbery. He had already removed a quantity of rubbish from beside the church wall.

Cllr Henderson had had a conversation with Susan Hanley of the Planning Dept who advised that for any future works we submit a pre planning advice form with as much information as we can give, and a planning officer will advise free of charge. This would include rewiring and replacing guttering.  It was noted that some guttering had been replaced some time ago and the original cast iron was removed and replaced with plastic. Ms Hanley advised that any replacement would need to revert to the cast iron type.370


The Clerk reported on a conversation with the Rev’d Malcolm Stilwell who had indicated that the PCC of Netherton Church were minded to offer the churchyard to the council for maintenance and upkeep.  It was noted that in such cases it is usual to offer it first to the Parish Council and, if the PC turns down the offer, to the Unitary Authority (in this case Cumberland Council).  It was agreed that the Parish Council does not have the resources to take on this responsibility and that it should be transferred to Cumberland Council.  It was also felt that this would cure a long-standing headache for the parish.
The Clerk was asked to contact County Archives in Cockermouth for an appointment to view the original plans for the Church and Churchyard.

iv. Community Centre
A successful Tropics fundraiser for Ovacome (ovarian cancer charity) had been held in the Hall recently and £250.00 raised.
The outside area needs some tidying, and the guttering needs some attention – Cllr Symonds agreed to ask her window cleaner for a price for the guttering.
Mandy’s Womens Club had had little uptake so far but will keep going for the time being.
A programme of events might attract more people into the hall.

v. Railway Embankment
Nothing new this month.  Clerk to ask Cumberland who currently rents the allotments and to raise concern as to why there are so many cockerels in the adjacent woodland.

vi. St. Columba’s Woodland and Wildflower Meadow
Cllr Henderson reported that the trees and shrubs planted in January were beginning to sprout and grow. 
The Clerk confirmed that £2,500 for materials for raised beds had been applied for from the Crime Commissioner’s Fund and a further £3,000 from the Lakes to Sea Community Fund for materials for fencing.

15/26 Environmental issues in the parish 
Nothing new identified this month.

16/26 Review of Policy Documents
On the proposal of Cllr Scott, seconded by Cllr Henderson, the following Policy Documents were approved:
i) Child Protection Policy
ii) Equal Opportunities
iii) Safeguarding Policy			
iv) Risk Assessment Policy			
v) Complaints Policy
vi) Child Safeguarding Policy
vii) Code of Conduct
viii) GDPR Privacy Notice
ix) Data Protection Policy

17/26 New email addresses
The Clerk explained that under the rules of Assertion 10, the Clerk must have a dedicated Parish Council email linked to the council’s website, which also needs to have a compliant web address.  In the future Parish Councillors will also require email addresses linked to the website but this is not currently a requirement.  The Clerk had registered with Parish Online which can provide an email address and compliant website (linking the current website to a compliant link), free of charge.  Further down the line there will be an annual cost to their setting up Parish Councillor emails.
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18/26 Jobs for the Handyman
Nothing new identified.


19/26 Finance
1. The following accounts were approved for payment:
200008	E-on Next Community Centre Gas				  82.17
200009	E-on Next Community Centre Electricity			419.82
200010	E-on Next St Columba’s Electricity				  17.08
200011	Rev’d J Morgan – salary and expenses			635.49
200012	HMRC  PAYE & Empl NIC					113.89
200013	S Small as per invoice					  60.00
200014	J Pearson – cleaner’s account				  40.00
200015	Mrs G Rudd – internal audit fee				  50.00


2. The Clerk circulated copies of the accounts, which were discussed and approved.
3. The Council completed the AGAR forms in line with current legislation.
4. The council adopted the Risk Assessment for 2026/27
5. The clerk left the meeting whilst this matter was discussed:
The annual review of the Clerk’s salary was held and it was resolved that the clerk be paid at .25 of the NALC agreed payscales.


Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 18th June 2026 at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.45pm






Signed ______________________________________________  Chairman



Date: _______________________________________________
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