Minutes of the Meeting of Broughton Moor Parish Council held in Broughton Moor Community Centre on Thursday 29th January 2026 at 7.15pm
Present:    D Scott, S Henderson, B Pegram, I Hall and Rev’d J Morgan, Parish Clerk.  
87/25 Apologies for absence – There were none.
88/25 Requests for Dispensation – there were none.
89/25 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
90/25 Plans for the Tennis Court Area
Cllr Henderson circulated copies of a project report which he had been working on for some time and about which he stated he was passionate.  He thanked members of the council for turning out for this extra meeting which had been called as he would be unable to attend the next meeting of the council.
Cllr Henderson spoke to his report, stating that work had already begun with the planting of 200 native species trees as a new forest area bordering two sides of the overall site, occupying around a quarter of the space.  This work had been done in partnership with the Woodland Trust, Broughton Moor Primary School and Active Cumbria.  
Further development to enhance the site would include the establishment of a wildflower meadow, some fencing and gates, raised wooden flower beds (with appropriate drainage) for local people and groups to use, some seating, some fruit trees, a storage facility for small hand tools and a composting facility.  The possibility of adding a water supply (standpipe) and a polytunnel as the project develops were also discussed.
Cllr Henderson explained that part of the site has very poor soil with a lot of slag mixed in, which makes it perfect for a wildflower meadow.  The hard standing area is flat and lends itself to the installation of raised beds with wheelchair access, making the site accessible to everyone.
The school has already expressed an interest in having some of the raised beds for educational use and it was envisaged that it would not be difficult to find people to take on the remaining ones. 
The plans were warmly welcomed, and it was noted that this will provide additional recreational amenities for the community, educational facilities for the local school, and enhanced biodiversity in the form of pollinators, insects, birds, bats and other wildlife that would be attracted to the site. 
Rough budget plans projected a cost of around £18,600 and it was agreed that with the additional items identified during discussion a ballpark sum of around £20,000 would be an appropriate amount to seek funding for.
On the proposal of Cllr Henderson, seconded by Cllr Scott it was unanimously agreed that the plans be accepted and implemented as soon as possible.
It was agreed that fencing would be the first priority, as there remains an ongoing problem with dog fouling on the site, especially from visiting dog walkers who park their vehicles on the hard standing and send several dogs at a time onto the site to exercise.  A strict ‘dogs on leads’ policy will be imposed once the site is developed and a ‘pick up after your dogs’ policy will also be in force.
Cllr Henderson circulated a draft Constitution for a management committee and it was agreed that once the site is developed it would be favourable for such a committee to take over the day to day running of the facility but that, in the meantime, funding would be sought by the Parish Council to make the project a reality.
It was agreed that the site would be 100% organic.
91/25 Over 60s
As this item was not on the agenda, it was a discussion only.  Cllr Scott explained that the Over 60s had been adhering to the rules and that she would now like to offer them their own key to the Community Centre and the option to site their storage box in the rear yard, with the option to store it in the shed once some more items had been removed from there.  It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the Council’s next meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.00pm.
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